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In the Chums: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



4 



1 . (presently amended) A leg-rope connection device for connecting two portions of 
broken leg-rope, including a rigid polymeric h ousing which encloses an end part of each of the 
twojJortionsVthe broken leg-rope, and at least one clamping member operatively associated 
with the housing, the at least one clamping member being movable between a first position to 
enable positioning of broken leg-rop e within the housing and a second position sufficiently 
close to the housing for compressive cla mping of the two portions of broken lee-rope between 
said at least one clamping member and said housing, whereby said at least one clamping 
member associates with a first portion of broken the leg-rope and at least one damning 
member associates with a second porti on of broken leg-rop e in a manner such that [said] each 
end part of the first and second portions of the broken leg-rope is are retained within the 
housing when subjected to'typical forces applied to the a leg-rope when in use. 

2. (Presently amended)^ leg-rope connection device as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
th e r e are said at leas t one clamping member comprises two clamping members. 

3 . (Presently amended) A\leg-rope connection device as claimed in e ither claim 1 of 
clQim 2 = wherein said at least one clamping members-are isrotatable with respect to the 
housing. \^ 

4. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in anyone of tho 
claims-He 3, wherein the device is additionally provided with at least one tool member 
incorporat ed with the at least one clampirig member . 

5 . (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device for connecting two portions of 
broken leg-rop e, including: \ 

a leg-rope guide integrally formed within a housing; 

a first arm member operatively associated with the housing, said first arm member 
able to be rotated about a first hinge located at a first distal end of the housing : 

a second arm member operatively associatedswith the housing, said second arm 
member able to be rotated about a second hinge located at a second distal end of the 
housing; \^ 
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Irst clamping means associated with the first arm member for retaining an end 
part of a first portion of a-broken leg-rope within the l e g rop e guide housing when the first 
arm member is rotated to cause the first clamping means to compress the first portion of 
broken leg-rope : and 

second\clamping means associated with the second arm member for retainin g an 
end partof a second portion of the brokenleg-rope within the l e g rope guid o housing 
when the first armxmember is rotated to cause the second clamping means to compress the 
second portion of broken leg-rone . 

6. (Original) A^leg-rope connection device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the leg- 
rope guide is substantially semi-circular in cross-section. 

7. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in e ith e r claim 5 eF 
claim 6 , wherein the first clamping means are integrally formed as part of the first arm 
member and the second clamping means are integrally formed as part of the second arm 
member. \^ 

8. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any one of the claims 5 te 
wherein the first clamping mea^s and the second clamping means are at least partly contained 

on the internal surface of the leg-rope guide. 

9. (Presently amended) A leg-rope^connection device as claimed in any one of the claims 5 te 
£, wherein th e firot arm mombor and the second arm member ar e id e ntical but disposed at 
opposite ends of tho housing. \ 

1 0. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in anyon e of the claims 5 te 
9, wherein the first and second c lamping me^s include a member selected from the group 
consisting of or e at l e ast ono cleat, hump, tenon, lip, protrusion, sawtooth, wedge, angled surface, 
incline, pin, tapered member, spike, and_serration or th e like which acts to compress the first 
portion of the leg-rope when a nth e first arm members closed 

1 1 . (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any ono of tho claims 
5 te4G, wherein an exterior of the leg-rope connection device is shaped to reduce factional 
drag while moving t h rough water. the socond clamping meag&are at least "n* » 1 ? n t, hump, 
tenon, lip, protrusion, sawtooth, wodgo, angl e d aurfaoo, inolino^in, taporcd member, spiko, 
serration or the like which aot to compr e ss tho sooond portion of th e l e g ropo when tho oocond 
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arm memb e r is clos e d. 

12. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in anyone of claims 5 te 
44. wherciW the first hinge and/ef the second hinge are mechanisms selected from the groun d 
consisting of pin and hole mechanisms and protrusion and recess mechanisms meohaninm in a 
pin or protrusion, and, hole or roooss arrang e m e nt . 

13. (Ftesehtly amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any ono of tho 
claims 5 te45,\wherein the first arm member includes holds a first tool member. 

14. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any ono of tho claims 
£4e 13, wherein the second arm member includes holds a second tool member. 

1 5. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in ekhe? e laim 13 or 
claim 14, wherein either of the tool members is interchangeable with an alternate tool member. 

16. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any ono of the claims 
5 to 15_ 14, wherein the tool member is selected from the group consisting of a screwdriver, 
an alan-ke y. and a eg blade. 

17. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any one of tho 
claims 5 te-44, wherein at^least part of the device is manufactured from a rigid polymeric 
material. 

18. (Presently amended) A leg-rope connection device as claimed in any ono of tho 
claims 5 wherein any of ,the surfaces of the device oan be isjrovided with a portion 
of surface that is selected from the group consisting of a textured, roughened, teethed, 
jagged, ancLserrated or similar surface. 

19. (Presently amended) A method of repairing a broken leg-rope, 
including the steps of: \ 

providing a leg-rope connectiondevice; 

inserting a first portion of the broken leg-rope into a first end of the leg-rope 
connection device; \ 

inserting a second portion of the broken leg-rope into a second end of the leg-rope 
connection dievice; \ 

cl osing a first clamping member operatively associated with a housing of the leg- 
rope connection device by hand, whereby said first^clamping member associates with the 
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first portion of the bV^ken leg-rope in a manner such that said first portion of the broken 
leg-rope is retained within the housing; and 

closing a second clamping member operatively associated with the housing of the 
. leg-rope connection device Vbv hand, whereby said second clamping member associates with 
the second portion of the broken leg-rope in a manner such that said second portion of the 
broken leg-rope is retained withip the housing. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Ne\y) The leg-rope connection\jevice as claimed in claim 1, further comprising at least 
part of an interior surface of the housing ofeing textured. 

23. (New) The leg-rope connection device as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising an 
exterior of t|ie leg-rope connection device being^shaped to reduce frictional drag while moving 
through water. 
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